
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
 
CENTURY 21 AFFILIATED ENTERS PARTNERSHIP WITH THE JACOBS 
COMPANIES 
 
Chicago, IL (October 1, 2015) — Century 21 Affiliated (C21A) is pleased to announce a 
partnership with The Jacobs Companies, a renowned Chicago-area home builder that is 
celebrating its 80th anniversary this year. The two businesses plan to launch this new 
collaborative effort, a C21A office in Deerfield, over the next six to 12 months. 
 
C21A is a full-service real estate agency with 58 offices in the Midwest. More than 1,200 sales 
associates currently work for the company, which was named the top Century 21 franchise in 
2014 for closing more than 12,000 transactions, amounting to $1.5 billion in sales volume.  
 
C21A is thrilled to be working with The Jacobs Companies. The prominent home builder has 
been a family-owned and operated business since its inception in 1935. In that time period, the 
company has built nearly 6,000 custom and semi-custom homes throughout the Chicagoland 
area, primarily concentrating on the North Shore. The Jacobs Companies President and CEO 
Keith Jacobs says the partnership with C21A “is an exciting venture. Their expertise and 
knowledge in Chicago real estate will lead to more avenues to explore as developers.” 
 
Real estate broker Erik Gimbel was hand selected over hundreds of brokers to oversee the North 
Shore C21A office. Gimbel has been working in the North Shore and Chicago market for several 
years and been a North Shore resident his entire life. His “no fear” approach to technology, 
employing strategic social media and online marketing plans for sellers, as well as strong 
background in finance have helped him become a top agent in the area. In 2014, Gimbel received 
the Young Realtor of the Year Award from the North Shore-Barrington Association of Realtors 
Board.   
 
“This office will be a first in the North Shore for C21A, and it represents a major milestone for 
the company,” says Gimbel. “Partnering with The Jacobs Companies means we are taking an 
aggressive approach to entering the market. I have big plans for the C21A and The Jacobs 
Companies partnership.”  
 
“Big plans” is just what Adam Freeman, co-founder of C21A’s Chicago office and co-founder of 
real estate investment company Elmdale Partners, likes to hear. “We chose Erik to head up the 
North Shore office because his skills and track record fall inline with the vision we have for 
C21A and Elmdale. He’s innovative, enthusiastic, forward thinking and tech driven, making him 
a standout in the field of brokers. Erik is the perfect candidate for the job.” 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ABOUT CENTURY 21 AFFILIATED  
Century 21 Affiliated, Inc. has been established since 1978 and became a franchise member of the 
Century 21 system in 1979. The Century 21 Affiliated family has 1,200 agents and 58 locations in the 
Midwest, including Minnesota, Illinois, Wisconsin, Indiana and Michigan. In 2014, Century 21 
Affiliated was named the top Century 21 franchise in the world. 



 
ABOUT THE JACOBS COMPANIES 
The Jacobs Companies is a leader in high-end homebuilding, serving Chicago’s North Shore for 
80 years. Headed today by Keith Jacobs, The Jacobs Companies has been family owned for four 
generations and has designed and constructed nearly 6,000 custom and semi-custom homes in 44 
Chicago-area communities and more than 12 area suburbs. The Jacobs Companies ensures expert 
oversight during every step of the homebuilding process. For more information, please visit 
www.thejacobscompanies.net.	  


